REQUEST. \ 
1 TO THE F 


* Miniſters of both Univerſities, 
BY AND TO ALL ; 


- Lawyers in every Jnns-a-Court, 


TO 
Confer of the Scriptures and points of Law here- 
in mentioned, and to give a rational and chriſtian Anſwer, 
whereby the difference may be compoſed in peace, between the 
poor men of England, who have begun to digge, plow, 
and build upon the commen Land, claiming it their 
own, by right of Creation, 
AND 


The Lords of Mannours that trouble them , who have no 


other claiming to Commess, then the Kings will, orfrom 
the Power of the ConqQuetsr, 
AND 
If neither Miniſter nor Lawyer, will undertake a reconcilia- 
gion in this caſe, for the beauty of our Cemmon- Wealth. Then we ap- 
peale, to the Stones, Timber, and duſt of the Earth you tread up= 
on, to hold forth the lyght ofthis buſineſs, queſttoning nor, 
but that Power that dwells every where, will cauſe 
light to ſpring out ef darkneſs, and Freedom 
out of Bondage. 


ms. 
. 


By GERARD WINSTANLEY. 
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1 Cor. 6 5. T ſpeak to your ſhame ;, 1s it ſo, that there is not a wiſe man 
among you, no not one, that ſhall be alle tojudge berween his Brethren ? 
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LonDon, Printed by J. C. And FS to be ſold at the tWo Bibles, at rhe 
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TO THE READER, 


>. AS Y 


> this: upon a diſcourſe between Parſon Plar, 
Lord of themannor of Cobham, and Ge- 
© ue  rard winſtanley., about the matter of dr,- 
| $71 upors the Commons in his Lordlibip,., urs ns <2 
'- My, Plat dd promiſe and engage himſelf” with louthe 
expreſſions, and words ſavouring of much moderation, 
tenderneſs and reaſon, that if Gerard Winſtanley could 
prove by Scriptares, the lawfulneſſe of the work ; thgt«45, 
thatthe earth was made tobe 4 common Treaſaty', and 
ought to remainſe to whale Mankind, without Veſpelt of 
perſons: That he' would never herea/ter moleſt the Diz- 
\gers, but gol ſuffer then t0 Lurld and plant the Com- 
. mops jre bis Lordſhip "And" that hevwould bring 14 bis 
" Eſtate, and become one in that thhumanityc > - 4; 
This which here followes ts a'Copy of thoſe Scriptures I 
eel;vered iq him, which he had not then time to read over; 
\ £88 upon Hiſsourſe a the [ops Himes pl the ſame'Scrip- 
| tures, be dtd Aot gain-ſay , but by hz "#0 Getitlexefs 


7” 


Vas of 
. declared coniliſcenfion,.to:the light of that' 4506; Pill 
freedom | bel} a#th thereby to Mankind, 
"Por the preſent T offer this 20: the conſideration of all r4- 
tonal, and Chriftfan* (pirated men, 20 judge in the. caſe; 
Aad according as Mr, PU geioes anſwer'' I ſhall be as 
readly to' declare and publiſÞ. FOI UNE (1h 
Dy C24. 5: :.FOr the preſent farewell;.. 
«AJ  ATECIIL 77 C5 A i: 023-4 


. per me, 


. — 
5 


Grxand WinsrariEY, 


TEEN 


{He occaſion” of the publication: of this 8b- 
| * queſt to the Minitters'and Lanyers was 


To the Miniſters of both Univerfutes, 


and the Lawyers of every Inns-a-Court, 


Gentlemtn, Brethren, and Engliſhmen, - -  . © | 
V Ou all heare of the difference between Lo ds of 3/140 


# nears,and the poorPeople of E-glaxd.The po ople 
'N ſay, the common Landis their due, by right akCreats 
; on, and by the Lawes of a Commen-wealth. 'And be- 
ins encouraged herefrom, do build houſes, and plant them 
corn for their Livelihood, upon the Commons and waſt Land, 
that they may live fike men, in their right of Creation; ahd that }. 
they may enjoy the benefit of afree Common-wealth , as they 
are Engliſhmen. NOR Re Ts COTS, 
The Lords of Mannours fay , it is not their Creation-right, ' 
thereupon beat them, pull down their houſes, and much abuſe 
them, puſhing the poor with their hornes of power, like un- 
rationa} Beaſts, -- rn EIMIGET $304 
And though the difference rife hjgher and higher between : 
chem, both in point of Conſcience, and p6int of Law:yet hither- 
£o, there does not any appear to reconcile the difference, : 
But Gentlemen, let it not be faid hereafter among poſterity « 
but that there wereſome wiſte.meniamonyg you, that wete rio 
blinded by paſſion, covetouſneſs, and ſelf-intereſt;. but that yory- 
would adventure to ſpeak for righteouſneſs, and that took the 
cauſe of the poorinto your hands, PETE TS. 
This difference between Lords of Mannours and the poor , & 
bout the common Land ; is the greateſt tontroverſie that hath 
riſe up this 609. yeares paſt. [ST-iSbÞ0 160 Gd i eeig 
If reaſon and righteouſneſs which is the foundation of Scrip= 
tures, and juſt Lawes do giveitus: let us have our freedom 
quietly; if neither reaſon nor righteouſneſs give us this freedom, * | 
we will lie ſtil}, and never trouble, you more, | 
Therefore. I Jeave theſe following Scriptures and Confidera- 


% 


' 


— — 
of 7 yo 


tions to you, and reſt, | 
eApril 9th. A fellow-Commoner of England,and true 


1650. friend to Freedom, 
| GERARD WINSTANLEY, 


The whole Earth : By the Law of Creation , is th! Common 
greaſury of free Eivelyhood , to whole Mankind. And wef* 

| Lords of cM annors, aud others, that deny any part of mix- 

; kind. A ths ereation»fr eedome in theearth 5 are fines inthe 

 hightſt degree, and are upholders 0*the fall & cnrſe of Mau- 
kind. 


T' prove thi by Scripture. | 
S9eT is plaine, that the Scriptures conliſts of Three Parts. 
7 Firlt, chey declare the righteous Law of Creation, 


In Gexefss, God ſaid, Let us make Man : By Man, in the ſinga- Gen.1.:6. 


lar number implies, Mankind. And let them have dominion : By 
Them, in the plurall namber, implies ,, whole Mankind in all his 
branches. - | ; 

Againe : he created Man; that is : Mankind. 74ale axd female, 


created he Them, And bid them, in the plurall number; increaſe, Ver.27.& 


and mult | 
varietic of branches,did increaſcand fill the carth. Then thecreating 
Power, or God, gives 2 Commands more. 

Firſt, 79 ſubdue the Earth, And this implies , plowing, dig- 
ing, and all kind of manuring. So thenobſerve. That bare and 
ſimple working in the Earth , according to the freedome of the 
Cn though it be in the ſweat of mans browes, is not the 
curſe. 

But for one part of Mankind, to be a Task-maſter, and to live 
Idle ; and by the Beraſt-like We; of the ſword, does force ano- 

ther 


ly, and repleniſh the earth : and after Mankind , in his V=*9 


(2) 

ther part of Mankind to worke as a ſetvant and ſlave. This is 
the power of the curſe , which makes mankind eat his bread in 
ſorrow by the ſweat of his browes. . | 

The Second Command from God; was this, to Mankind. That 
he ſhould have deminion.over-the Fiſh, Fowle, Beafts, Hearbs, 
Plants, And this implies ; that whole Mankind, ſpread abrozd 
in variety of bodies ,. and yet but the unity of one Creation , 
| - Mankind is the Lord of the Earth : As David faith; The earth is 
| Plal-24-1+ che Lords: that is, Mankinds.. 
| Bur there is-not the leaſt tittle ſpoken, that one part of Man- 
kind ſhould- ſubdue, and rule in oppreſſion over another , for this 
_ came in after the fall, and is the Beaſtly Power that hath beene 
1 Dars7- 25e ſuffered to reigne, for a time, times, and dividing of time. 

When Mankind lives in- the unity of the one Spirit of Righte- 
ouſneſſe ; he lives inthe light, and the light lives in him ; which 
is Chriſt in him , the light of the Father , or the reſtoring 
Power. 

But when Mankind lives in diviſion, contention, and cove- 
ronſnefile, one part of Mankind hedging themſelves into the earth 
by force and (word, = experience ſhewes, the ſtrongeſt ſword , 
rules over the weakett) and thereby ſhutting out another part of 
Jam.4.z. Mankind, making them flaves. - | | 
2 Cor.q.4 Now Mankind lives under the power of the Fall, In datk- 
neſk, and darknefle lives in him. And this darknefſe- is the De- 
vill, or ſonne of bondage,. which cauſes all divifion and forrow. 
This fame Creation-Right, or common freedome in. the earth 
among Brethren, was confirmed by Covenant from God, to Ns- 
Gen.9.9. 4h,and his Seed, without limitation or reſpe&t of perſons. 

So that, we ſee when that Almighty power did. work a re- 
oration in the earth, he gave the carth (till co be in commen; 
ſhutting oue none, from enjoying the benefit of his Creation: 
Bat when Mankind began to quarrell about the earth ; and 
ſome would have all, and ſhutour others, forcing them to be ſer- 

Jer, 45. 5. YADts 3 This was Mans fall, itis the ruling of the curſe, and is the 
cauſe of all diviſions, wars, and pluckings up. 23 
Gen, 17.8. This fame Creation-Right, or Univerſall Freedome in the earth, 
was confirmed by Covenant to Abrahem, and his Sced, notlimi- 
ting, or reſtraining any part. Now. in this Covenant to On 


God points out the work of reſtoration by Chriſt , the refloring 
Power, who ſhall be the joy and bleſfing of all Natiens. 

So that in the work of reſtoration, God bripgs Mankind to this 
univerſall freedpme in che Earth, without reſpe& ef perſons, accor- 
ding to the righteous Law of the firſt creation ofall things. 

In che nexc place, the Scriptures declare the Fall of Mankind from 
this righteous Law of Creation, 


Aad the fall of Man, is declared in theſe words : Mankind be- pal. 49.:1 


ing in honour, abideth not; that is : he being made the Lords of the 
Earth, and had dominiomover the Filh, Fowle, and Beaſts, and was 
free in himſelfe; yer he abode not in that honour, | 
For one part of Mankind, ſeeking to enſlave anotker'part, ſetting 
up one to be a King, or Lord, caſting another at his foot-ſtoole, the g,,,,. 
ſtronger part hedging himſclfe inte the Earth, by Armics and Selfe- 1g. 20. 
will Lawes, and thereby hedged out others, did hereby become like 
the Beaſts that. periſhes. 


' And how is that ? even @ the baſts, that paſhes one another Rev. 12.14, 


with their hornes, fo docs Mankind ; ſo that Mankind, in their A- D2n-7-25. 
Rings each to other , is become a Beaſt : And this Beaſtly Power 
was to reignefor a time, times, and dividing of times. | 
Therefore, Whoſoever upholds this Bealtly Power , and yet ſaics 
they are the Sons of Chriſt, orreſtoring power, they lic, chey de- 
cesve themſelves, and the truth u not in then, 
The Scripcures likewiſe declares the aRtings of Mankind under Gen. 4. 3. 
the fall, or in darknefſe, Caiw roſe up in difcontent, and killed his 
brocker Abel. The -quarrell riſe about the Earth ; for £bels in- 
duſtry made the carth more fruitfull then Ci» ; thereupon Cais 
would take away Abels labour from him by force. 
Theſe two Brothers did type out, or fore-run all the aRing 
berweene man and man » from that time to this ; being a 
 plaine declaration.of that darknefſe , into- which - Mankind is - 


ne. 
Moſes Law of equity, was but the moderation, or the curb- 
ing in of che Fall of Mankind : for his Law was net the req,  , 
Korer : but, faith he, there is owe comes after me, mightier then Cha.13.18 

1, and bim ye faalt beare , Which is Chriſt , the reſtoring Spi» 

Tit, | 
All the wars and divifions in Ifracls time, and fince : andall Gen. 23.4. 
B 3 buying 
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OY On rom om Wit i hy Hd rn Ret a. uS wr oe WE re Ws. 5, _——— "2 


(4) . 
Gal. 4. 29: buyingand ſelling of Land, and the fruits of the carth , which i 
Jam. 4.1. theart of chexting one another , is but the atings-of Mankind in 
Is. 33. 1. darkneſſe, under che power of the fall ; for, both- Kings, Rulers , 
and all people, have had their checks from God, fog their uorighte» 
ous walking, or cruelty againſt Abels plain-hearted Spirit. And 
all the great combultionsthac hath been, and yet is,in:the woild, is 
but politick,covetous, murdering Cain ; holding Abel,or the honelt 
plaine dealing heart under him ; or the ſen of bondage, perſecuting 
the ſon of freedome. | 
Now in the Third: Particular. The Seriptures declares the re- 
ſtoration of Mankind , to- his: Creation-righteouſnefle ; or that 
the Sonne of Righteouſnefſe ſhall riſe up, and expell: the dark- 
nefle. 2 
Gen. 3.15, Ahd there are 3; degrees of this Firſt the Scriptures declares 
Gal. 3.3. promiſes. of reſtoration; as in theſe words : The: Seed of the 
2 Thel. 2.3. zpo»24u ſhall bruiſe the Serpents head, Abrabam' s Seed (hall be 
Heb. 5. 3®: the joy-and: bleſſing of all Nations. The "bright appearing of 
Tok 6 4s, Chriſt, the reſtoring Power , ſhall deſtroy Anti-Chriſt , or that 
Mat. 7. 12. darknefſe in man, called the Myſtery of iniquity,” that rules in, 
and enſlaved Mankind, And in the latter dayes, they ſhall be all 
raught:of God, and the Spirit of truth, fball lead them into all trath, 
Now theſe, and ſuch like promiſes, declares the reſtoring 0 
Mankind to. his otriginall righteouſneffe, and that they ſhall be 
brought! to:be of one heart, and 'of one mind ;- and that they 
ſhall be fredy. willing co let each other enjoy their 'Creation- 
rights, withouc reſtraining, cr moleſting one another; but every one 
doing as they would be dene by, 
Ifa. 2.4. & Secondly, the Scriptures declares Prophecies, foretelling the re- 
"4 4 11. :{toration, in ſuch words as theſe. The Swords ſhall be beaten into 
Ezck. 36. ;P/ow-ſharts, and Spears into praning-hooks, and N ations ſbal lears 
3435" war nomore; but the Lion and the Lamb ſpall feed together : the 
waſt places fall be builded, aud the deſolate land foall be tilled, 
whereas it lay deſolate in the fight of all that paſſed by, 

. This ſhewes, thac.the. Commons, Heaths, and waſte land ; that | 
Joel 2. 22. hath lain barren, by reaſon of the unrighteouſneſle of Kings , and 
Pfal. 107. Lords of Mannors, that would not ſuffer the enſlaved peore to 
till, and manure ir, (hall in the:day of Chriſts Power, be manu- 
red, 


(Ss) 
nured , and be made fruitful, that there may be no beggery nor 
miſery among Mankind, but that every body may freely enjoy their 
creation rights. ey EEE 


Thirdly, the Scriptures declares the-reſarre&ion of the ſpirit of Rom.8.20, 


freedome within Man-kind. As in'theſe words ;' The'whole crea- 
tion groaxtth and travelleth in pain, waiting for areftoration, And 
Ob wretched man that [ am , who ſhall deliver nee from this body 
of fune : Thatis , who will deliver mee from my covetouſneſſe, 
pride, efhvy , uncleannefle y/i{elte-love, and this (great power of 
darknefs;in me, »thav hinders me, that Icannot'doeto others , as 
I would have them doe'to me 2 And that enflaves mee within, ſo 
that I carmot quietly-ſuffer others to enjoy their creation rights in 
the earth. - | 3-4 . | eg 
- The Apoſtles were hated, flandered , perſetnted ;-and bore all 
patiently , rather then ſtrive againe, that they -migkthold forth'the 
righteous law of creation © This ſhewes the reſarreion of the ſpi- 
rit of Love in them. _ ef 
Feſus Chriſt was ſlandred,: beaten, reviled ; and at laſt put to 
death , for no cauſe'; yet hee reviled not agajne', but ſuffered/all 
patiently , that he might honour his Father, ' The ſpirit of Righte- 
:ouſneſs ; this ſhewes the.reſurreion of the ſpirit from under dark- 
neſk, and a growing up of freedome and light. | 
This ſpirit of Love ,*Patience, Humility ,, and Rigteouſneſſe, 
is called the light of rthe-world'; and the'falt of the garth ,, which 
brings mankind intoa moderate , meeke, Loving ,-and ſcaſonable 
contlieioi: It is the reſtoring dpirit , teaching all men to'doe as 
they. would be done by.” He that hath this ſpirit , will never ftrive 
to be a Lord of Mannor, ot adivider of Land; for he will quietly 


deſtroyes allenmitie : This is the Goſpel: This is Chtiſt, 'appta- 
ring to:-be the joy:of all Natiohs ,- which .che 'Miniſtersiof:Chrilt 
muſt preach if they be faichfull co Chriſt, SRD. 
This is the ſpirit of poverty , that hath: been. a ſervant-in the 
 world.a long time, but now is appearing and rifing up to draw all 
men afcer hide. <1 S147 Vs {$5 "if ' ent at frct?-! fs JJ - ef 
: This poore man is hee ;. 'that ſaves Man-kinde from utter tnitie, 
and yet he is deſpiſed by Egnorance, This poore man _ 2- 
. broad 


Rom.,7.24. 


Math 7, 2, 
Rev. 11,15, 
Dan. 7.27. 
ſutfer every one to enjoy thefreedome of his creation. This \fpirit Ephi 2." x5. 


CR na ” 


Pfal. 37. 9. 
190, 


Luk. 3.5,6+ 


Matth, 20. 


IF» 


Jam, 5.1, 
Iſa. 16. 4- 
Matth. 26. 


F2. 
Exod. 20, 


T3. IF» 


(6) 
broad in ſennes and daughters, ſhall inherit the Earth : This is he 
chat will give Man-kind a full freedome in the catth, and take off 
all bondages, therefore he is called the bleſſing of the earth. But 
the power of cqverpulnefle , which is the divider of land, is called 
the curſe of the Earth, and murtherer.. 

]<tas Chriſt bid the young man ſell all that hee had , and give to 
the poore : This ſpeech excends toall men , as well as to that ſclfe- 
conceited young man, 

When Chriſt appeares jn glory , in the day of hjs p&wer , hee 


will make crooked wayes ſtreight, and ruffe wayes ſmooth, throw 


downe the Mountaines, and fill up the Valleyes, 

This declares theuniverſall reſtoration of Man-kind to the law of 
righteouſneſs, from whence he fcll ; for when once the Law of 
Love and truth is written in the heart of Man-kinde, they will ne- 
ver quarrell one with another about the earth , who hall have it, 
wo who not , for it is the birth-right and Inhericance of 
all. | 

For faith Chriſt , though the Gentles ſeeke Dominienand Lord- 
ſhip one over another, yet faith Chriſt-, it ſhall not be ſo among 
yau who axe my followers. -fx | 64th <7 

Now theſe of the Parliament, Armie, Clergy , Lawyers , and 
people of England that profefles to follow Chrilt : and yer exctcifes 
Lord-ſhip over their brethren, not ſuffering their brethrenquier- 
ly to live by them on the Earth ; they doe deceive themſelves , and 
are hypocrites. - 

Therefore woe , woe , or , to you Rich men ( and Lords of 
Mannors ) howle and weepe. The oppreſſor ſhall fall : and he that 
takes the ſword , and rules by it over brethren, ſhall periſh by it. 
He that hedges himſclfe into the earth , and hedges our his bro- 
ther, not ſaffering his brother to enjoy the benefit of his creation 
DN a Thicfe., and a_ Martherer , and an' Encaue to 


And here I wings that thſefore-mentioned —— be- 
ingbut a gleaning Bi ves 2 full warrant to all poore 
men, to build them houſes , NG corne upon the' Commons 
and gnnuetured land , for their comforcable livelihood , as they are 
part of Man-kind, being the righe of their creation. pink 


(7) 
And whoſoever denies or hinders them of this freedome , doth 
deny God, Chriſt , and Scriptures, and overthrows trne and pure 
undefiled religion. DoF io 3. 
- True Religion ,' and undefiled; is to let every one quietly-have 
earth co manure, that they may live in freedome by their labours; 
for it is earth that every one Teekes after, that they may line in peace, 
let them ſay what they will, 
The practiſe of the Gentry is to have the Earth to themſelves : 
Tr is that the Armie fights for : Itis that the Clergy preaches for ; 
__ youdeny him Tithes, or a Maintenance , you ſhall not hears 
of him. | 
Nay, is it not the bottome of all National lawes, todiſpoſe of the 
Earth : and does not this appear to be true, by the pratiſe of Lords 
of Mannors and the Genttie', that cinaot bear reſt for vaty and 
fretting, becauſe poore men-beyins to ſee their ercation-freedotne, 
and begins to build upon, and' plane the Commons, 

And men thatin other caſes are mild and ſeerningly loving , are 
like Lions and Devils, ready to killand deſtroy theſe poore diggers; 
and not only the Gentry; but the Clergy generally are niad againſt 
this worke : Well; the power of darkneſſtand the fall, rules in theſe 
men ; for if the reſtoring ſpirit, Chriſt, were in:them', . they would 
doeas they would bedone by. | 

And fecing the Scriptures confirms this creation Right to whole 
man-kind, then in the next placeit followes; - - | 

Thatall the Titleand Power; which Lords of Mattriors/have' 1 
the Common land , whereby they: beate the people off from'ehis 
their freedome,. Is no other bur the will of Kings, who wete'Con- 
querours, and ruled fucerflively by ſwordly power , inflavingthe 
the ronſider, 7 King CHASLES ant his Law 
/ o ha. p__ SO H 4: | &5 
was the Succefforef the perſoniand power of Filliaw'the Colque- 
rour; for he did not raleby the law of creation, ſuffering every one 
ro enjoy their creation-righton theearrk's Bur by the lawes of a 
Conenett, which intitles ſome to the carth', and' ſhnts'our 0+ 


Secondly , That K. Charles, and 'that Rinigly Lordly conquering 
government, is caſt out of England, by the victory mapar_e* 


(8) 
ver him, and by words and As of Parliament, If they doenota- 
gaine loſe this their honour and peace too, by their felfe-love and 
covetoulneſke, ſuffering the enemie to cheate them. by policy., and. 
thereby being. ig. Kingly power again ,' Who .could, not overcome 
them in tho Fields ou rn i nr ord os 0 nr ney 0 Bl: 
 And(ceing Kipsly and Lordly power is declared againſt both by 
Army and Parliament, the people wants nothing now but pofſeſſi- 
on off the-Common-wealths freedome-.z for our freedome mult 
not lye within the claſps of a Booke ,. in words. that may be read ; 
nor if the; baretitle of a ViRtory : but ic muſt be freedome really en- 
joycd,or elſe it will do us no good. | | | 

The firſt- Parliament law , which, encourages the. poore Com- 
moners of England, to plant the Commonsand walt land, is this ; 
wherein they declare England to be a free-Common-wealth : This 
Law breakes in pieces the Kingly yoake, and the lawes of the Con- 
querour , and givesa common ftreedome to every Engliſh-man, - ro 
have a comfortable livelihood in this their own Land, or clfe it can- 
not bea commen-wealth. | | 
- Secondly , The Parliament” 6id 'mgke this law, preſently. after 
the Kings head was cut off ; That they would-cltabliſh all the old 
ancient tundamentall lawcs , wherein the -Lives, Libertics , . per- 
ſons and cftates of the people of England without exception , 
were, concerned.  - , ; Fo, | = n 

By this they give a cammon: fre:dome toevery,Engliſh-man to 
have and enjoy the lang for cheic comfortable. liyclihood:jþy, their 
labours, without reſtraint, of any, 

For the Ancient fundamentall Law is Sel popwls, the fafety, 
peacc, and preſeryation of the whole body of the people, cxxepaing 
m__ hkateniccectibicg called. & bo ule, wag that whick 
- Arid tis 'rungammentalhJaW, Galied Salix popufs, WAS.that Whi 
gavelife and Rrengeh-co che Parlia eneand Army to cke up Ares 
againſt the King z tor they had not;the leaſt; letter of any. written 
_ Jaw for their warrant at that time, all the lawes beiog for the King, 
and none againlt him, 703 23 OE 

Now if there be any Ancient Lawes of the Conquerour, un- - 
repealed, whereby the people, are hindered of:-a quiet, cnjoy- 
ment .of a Comman-wealths freedome , they arc all_bletred 
out and aboliſhed by this AQ of Parlament , which __ + 

e 
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"Therefore the-poor people, deingpart ofour Commoywealrk, 
and being impoveriſhed by the King/y Lerdly & Power, which is 
now caſt out,are freed from the oppreſſions of all thoſe Lawes, 
wheteby their lives, tberties, perſons and creati6n-rights,were 
enffavell : And Sar? pepwl;,is the fundamientsl|Taw,that gives 
that life and ſtrength and courage to build upon and plant the 
common Land, for their comfortable livelihood.” This is the 
Cemmonwealchs Law, and the Commonwealths Freedom. 

"3; Thirdly, The Parliament have made an a& to free the 
People, from yielding obediencets the Kirg, and toall-that 
hold claiming under the Kg. This Law likewiſe throwes down 
the power of the Conqueſt, and makes Zg/i/amen free in their 
Land, that they may live comfortably in their Z-g/i/5 Common- 
Weahh, and quietly enjoy their Land now, 'which they could 
tot, while the conquering X:2gly and Lordly Power ruled. 

4. Fourthly, The Parliament hath made an Engagement, to 
maintain this preſent CommonWealths Government ,' againſt 
XK :»o'and houſe of Lords. This likewiſe is but a confirmation 
of the firſt , to make Englanda free Commonnealth. And that 
all Engliſhmen may enjoy the comfortable livelihood m the 
Land, as Brethren, without reſtraint ; for if I have not free- 
dom to live in peace,and enjoy food and rayment by myLabors- 
freely, it is no CommonWealth at all. 

- Now in the purchafing of this declared freedom , the com- 
mon people of EZ:gl/and, have ſpent their Eſtates, as well as the 
Gentry?, partly by their free hearts in lending money to the 
Parliament, partly by Taxes, partly by free quarter, and partly 

plunder in times of Warre. By all which our proprieties are 
waſted, andthe fruit of onr labours laid down and accepted of, 
both by Parl:ament and Army, to bea price co purchaſe Saws 
popu{#, the peoples creation-freedot, out of the oppreſſing 
powe& of Kwiph power. 2 2 HOW, 

" Therefore inreaſon and juſtice, conceive, that if the poor 
people do build houſes, and plant corne upont he Commons 
of Exylard, fora livelihood, they are proteQted and warranted 
| both. by Scriptures, and the Lawes of the preſent Commer- 
ttt bat notion 


—— 
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fxithfuſto us, to put as.in poſſeſſion, as oar Law-books are to 
declare our common freedom, 

And whereas ſome Juſtices do ſay, that for poor men to dig 
and plant upoa theCommons, they do bring theraſelves within 
the ſtatuce, to be puniſhed for vagrants, idle or wandring 
rogues co this 1 anſwer, 

1. Thatthe Juſtice cannot call cheſe men vagrants, or wan- 
dring rogues; for by the letter of the Law, it is no vagrancie ta 
dig and work; but when men are idle, wanderers , begging up 
and down, theſe the Law lookes upon as puniſhable. 

But the Diggers they ſer themſelves to work, according to 
the Law ofcreation, as they are Eng/;omen, upon the. Com- 
mons..of Englanl, claiming the priviledges of the Conmoer- 
wealth, according to the Lawes of a Common-wealth, that they 
may not beg, nor be forced to ſteale through want, and ſo be 
hanged by che Kingly and Lordly Law... 

2. Secondly, Their digging upon the Commons for a live- 
lihood, is no Riot , though ſome Juſtices would make it ; for 
they do not fight againſt any. And their meeting together , is. 
no unlawfull or riotous meeting , unlefſe the gathering toge- 
ther of many people in one field, to dig, plow,or reap, be a Ri- 
ot, or an unlawfull meeting. | 

Theſe Lawes againſt Riots, or unlawfull meetings, as they 
call it, was the Law of the fearfull Kingly Conqueror, leſt the 
common people by their often meeting ſhould underſtand 
their creation-freedom, and ſo ſhould joyn together, to con- 
quer and caſt out him that had conquered them. 

Yet the Gentry and Lords of Mannors, who ate part ofthe 
Kingly.and Lordly Power,they have met divers times inTroops, 
and kave beaten and abuſed the Diggers,and pull*d dowa their 
Honſes, Yet we do not heare that the Clergy, LaWyers, or 7u- 

tices, who would be counted the diſpenſers of righteous juſtice, 
do ſpeak againſt them for Rioters, but againſt che poor labour- 
ing men {till; checking the Labourers for idleneſs;, and pro- 
ceing the Gentry that. never work atall : (therefore if idle 
perſons,who wander up and down idly, be puniſhable by the + 
Statutes; Then judge whether ic be not the idle Gentry, rather 
then the laborious poor man., EE Theſe - 
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"Theſe things 1 leave to the conſideration of all rationall men 
to judge of, they being the foundation , whereupon our work 
of community in the carth , accorcing to che Law of creation, 
being reaſon and juſtice is builded. And I defire any ratio- 
nal man, A4iniſter or Lawyer , to anſwer theſe, either tocon- 
| firm us,'or elſe to raiſe up this foundation of Scriptures 

and Law, pot by take him 7a/er, which is the language of the 
Beaſt; but by reaſon which is the voice ofthe man. | 
Though this work of digging upon the C ommons, have ma- 
ny enemies, yet T am aſſured of the righteouineſſe of the work, 
and it ſhall take root in cne place or other, before many yeares 
paſſe over Erglands head, 1can ſet no time , but I weit for the 
conſolation of 1ſrae/ to ariſe up, and break forth in others, as 
T have ataſte of him in my ſelf, | 

The voice of the Dragos is, kill him, pull down his houſe, 
beat him, arreſt him, take him ayer, impriſon him, he is'a 
rogue, 

But the voice of the Lamb is, fove your enemies , ſet 
him live, the earth ishis creation-right as'well as mine: there- 
fore let us do as we would be done unto. 

Miniſters and LaWyers, will you all ſtand looking on,and ſee 
the Lords of anners exerciſe Kingly Power over the poor 
men thac claime their creation-right intheeatth, and be fi- 
Tent? 

You would be called diſpenſers of Juſtice : here is 4 point 
of juſtice fox yor to decide: this is the poirt upon which you 
Thall either ſtand or fall, be ſaved or damned ; for you are put 
upon the tryal., 

The week before Eafter, Parſon Plat, Miniſter of Horſley, be- 
ing the Lord of the Mannor of Cothaw , where the Diggers 
were at work. And Thomas Sutton, the impropriator df Ceþ- 
bam, came in perſon, and brought divers men , whom they hi- 
red to pull down a poor mans houſe , that was buile uponthe 
- Commons, and kikt and ſtruck the poor mans wife, ſo that ſhe 
miſcarried of her "Child ,.and by the blowes and abuſes they 
gave her , ſhe kept her bed a week, 
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And at this tim? I went < Mr. ?/at,and ſpoke with him, about 
our freedom in the Commons, he anſwered me, if I could make 
it 500d by Scriptures, he would never trouble us more, bur leg 
1s build and plant; Nay he ſaid, he would caſt in all his eſtate, 
4nd become one with the diggers. | 

The next week afcer I carried him this wricing afore printed, 
being Afrnday in Exfter week, and upon our diſcourle:, he 
ſee nedo conſeat to many things, and was very moderate, and 
promiſed me to read it over, and to give me an Anſwer :tmore- 
over he promiſed me , that if the diggers would not cut the 
wood upon the Common, he would nut pull down their houe 
ſes: And the diggers reſolved for peace ſake, to let the wood 
alone till people did underſtand their freedom a little more, 

And upon Fryday in Eaſter week, 'he came and brought his 
anſwer, which was this. He came accompanied with about 50. 
men, and had hired 4. or 5. ofthem, to fire down the diggers 
houfes : ſome that ſtood by ſaid, do not firethem , the wood 
willdo ſome good ; his anſwer was, no, no, firethemto the 
Sround, that theſe Heathens, who know nor God, may not 
build chem again; for if you letthe wood alone, they will build 
ag2'n. | 
hereupon at the Command of this Parſon Pl.cr, they ſet fire 
to ſix houſes,and burned them down, and burned likewiſe ſome 
of their houſholdſtuffe, and wearing Clothes, throwing their 
beds, ſtooles, and houſholdftuffe,, up and down the Common, 
not pittyins the ccies of many liccle Children, and their fright- 
ed Mothers , which are Pariſhioners borne in the Parifh. .And 
yet ſome of theie hired men, lives not in the Pariſh, and ſome 
are ftcangers newly come into the Pariſh : and ſo were be- 
witched by the covetous make-bate Prieſtz,to do this heathen- 
#h curkiſh at. ; ZgRs 
/ The poor diggers being thus ſuddainly caft out of their hou- 
ſes by fire, both they, theic wives and Children were forced co 
te upon the open Common all night : yet the rage of Parſon 
Plat and his Company refted not here , but in the night time, 
ſome of them came again upon the Commons, while the dig- 
gers were quiet, and ſome ofthem in bed, and ſaid, we have 
hy Authorigy 
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Authority from our Miſter, that is Mc, P/az, to kill you , and 
bura the reſt of your goods.,. if you vill not be gone : there. 
e upon Sir Anthony Vincents Servant, called Davy,ltruck at one, 
and. cut ſome of their Chaires and other Goods to peeces, 
frighting the women and Children again. And ſome of the 
D:ggers asked chem, why they wouid do thus cruelly by them, 
they anſwered , becauſe you do not know God, nor will noc 
Zome to Church, 7 

Sarely if the God of theſe men, by their going ro Church, | 
teach both their preacher and they, ro do ſuch cruel deedes;we 
will neither come to Church,nor ſerve their God. Mr. Plat in © 
his Sermons can fay, /ive in peace with all men , and love your E= / 
nemies ; therefore if the Diggers were enemies , he ought to / 
love them in ation; bur ix is a true badge of an hypocrite, to 
fay, and not to do, | 

Let every Mans actions be tryed, and ſee who ſerves God, 
They or the Diggers. Mr. P/zr and the Gentlemen, (ſo would 
be called) that were with him, were fall of rage, and gnaitied 
their tongues with vex3tion;bur the Diggers are patient,chears 
full, quiet in ſpirit , loving tothoſe that have burned their 
houſes. 

Therefore the poor Diggers have got the Crown, and 
weare it, and the Prieſts and Gentry have loſt their Crown - 
The poor have ſtriven with them 12. moneths, with love and 
patience : The Gentlemen. have anſwered chem all the time 
witlt fury ; they would have the Earth and all freedom , but 
they will not ſuffer the poor to have either earth or free- 
dom, but what they hire of them. 
' . But though the Devill be let looſe to ſwell againſt us,intheſe 
Gentry that rule over us, by King/y Power, or Law of Nor- 
»1an Conqueſt, notwichſtanding, they have taken the Engage- 
ment, to caſt out Kirgly Power: yet his time to be chained . 
up drawes nigh : and then we are aſſured this righteous work 
of earthly community , ſhall have a moſt glorious reſurretion 
out of his aſhes. F. 
 Nayfarther,if this ſatisfies notMr. Plat, but he &T ho: Sattor, 
of Cobham, bave hired three men, to attend both- night we 
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*d3y , to beat the Diggers, and ro pull down their tents 6c 
-houſes, if they make any more; and ifthey make Caves inthe 
earth, they threaten co murther them there, ſo that they will 
not ſuffer the poor Diggers to live, neither above norbelow 
ground : if they beg, they whip them by their Law for va- 
vrants, if they ſteal they hang them; and if they ſetthemſelves 
to plant the Common for a livehhood , that they may neither 
beg nor ſteale, and whereby England is.inriched , yer they will 
Not ſuffer them to do this neither: And ſo hereby theſe 
Gentlemen , take away both crearion-righrt , and 'Common- 
| wwealths righs from the poor Diggers ; for they command the 
poor enſlaved Tenants and Neighbors likewiſe. not to ſuffer a- 
ny of the Diggers to have any lodging in their houſes, nor to 
ell them any meat for their money. 

And thus the fury of Parſon P/at, exceedes the fury of any 
. Other Lord of Mannor. The chief ſetters on to burn theſe hou- 

ſes, and to abuſe the Diggers, was Parſon Plat, Sir Anthony Vine 
cent his Tenants and Servants, were moſt ofthem there; like- 
wiſe Thomas Sutton and William Star , theſe are they that ſay 
the Commons belong to the poor, and yet theſe rich men are 
agrieved to ſee the poor make uſe of the Commons: the 
aQors in this T»rk;/> deſigne, were furious beyond the fury of 
the Beaſts ; but-many of thoſe thatcame were threatned by 
Vincent his chief men, to be turned out of their Livings, if 
they came nor, ſo that this is not an a& of the'tetiants by free 
conſent, but the Gentlemen hired others co do ir, ; 

Theſe men do ſo powerfully a& the Tmaage ofthe Beaſt, that 
they will neither buy nor ſel] with any freely, nor let any have 
1and-houſes,or work under them: but ſuch as have the mark of 
the Beaſt; that is, ſuch as are filled with fear of them, and are 
obedient to theirbeaſtly Power. And ſome of them ſay, they 
do God good'ſervice, if they candeſtroy or kill the Diggers. 
[Thus the Scriptures are fulfilled. Rev. 13. 17. 

And now they cry out the Diggers are routed,and they ran 
bells for joy; but ſtay Gentlemen, your ſelves are routed , ws, 
you have loſt \Atoy Ceotvn, andthe poor Diggers have won 
the Crown of glory, Es NO 


For 


= 15') | 
Forficſt you have not > chem by Law , for you durſt” 
not ſuffer che Diggers plead their own cauſe , ſo that it never - 
came to any tryal; and. you have no Law to warrant your. 
'Lordly power in _ of the Diggers, but the will of King- 
ly ſwordly power, which is ſelf-will, and Club- law. 


Secondly, You fave not routed the Diggers by diſpute; for 
your impatient, covetous, and proud ſwelling heart, would nor. 
ſuffer you to plead rationally with them, | 

Neither thirdly , have you routed them by Scriptures ; but 
the Diggers have routed you by your own Law; by reaſon, by 
Scriptures, and patient ſuffering all your abuſes. and now your 
name ſhall rot, and your own power ſhall deſtroy you. 


When the Scribes and Phariſces of old, ( theſe Lords of 
Manners Anceſtors) had put 7eſ#s Chriſt co death, they rejoy- 
ced, and fent gifts one to another, and made merry , and in 
ſuch like words, ſaid they had routed him. And ſo now theſe 
Engliſh Phariſees, becauſe they have ated the power of the 
Beaſt, and to the eye of the Bealit, ſeeme to ſtand uppermoſt 

for atime, they ſay they have routed the Diggers. 


But they are miſtaken, for the Diggers keep the field of pa- 
vience, quietneſs, joy and ſweet reſt intheir hearts, and are A 
ed with love to their enemies ;- but the Geatlemen are fo im- 
patient , they cannot reſt for fretting, jearing , rayling, and' 
gnaſhing their congues with vexation. 

»' They wil not ſuffer the Diggers to look to the Corne whict® 
is planted upon the Commons, being about eleven Acres - 
neither will they look to it themſelves, but let the Cattle ſpoile 
it, that they may ſay , ſee, their labor comes to nothing. Are 
not theſe men the curſe of England, that wil not fuffer others - 
to live by the'a, and will rather ſpoile corneintheſe dear - 
times, then let the poor enjoy their own righteous labors up- 


| - on the Commons? 


This - 
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"This work of digging, beipg freedom.; or the appearance of 
Chriſtin the earth ,: hath:triedthe Prieſts and profefiors to the: 
uttermoft, and-harh . ripped upthe- bottom of their Religion, 
arid proves it meere witchcraft, 'ndcoſpnage;for ſelf love and * 
covetouſneſle is their God, or ruling powerz They have choſen: 
the ſword, and they refuſe love ; when the Lamb turnes into 
the Lion, they will remember what they ;have done, and 
Moarne, . LEO Pg trio 05, 205 8% 7 

And thn I have fairbfully declared all the buſineſſes, arid: 
tlioughthe powerof their covercuſneſle, ſelf: lovirig tieſhfHiath 
for the preſent rrod our weak fleſh down;; i yet the Rrength of 
our inward man; hath overcome them; and :is the Lord God 
Almighty, above thatipower that rules in them , 

We have declared our Teſtimony, and now let freedom and 
bondage ſtrive who ſhall rule in Mankindsthe weapons of the 
Sonnes of bondage being carnall, as fire,,club, and ſword ; the 
weapons of the Sonnes of freedom being ſpiritual, ab love, pa- 
rience, and righteouſneſle. | 


